
The Citadel Center, known as the 
Dearborn Center at the time of con-
struction, is a multi-part office struc-
ture in the heart of Chicago’s Loop. 
With a mirror-like exterior glazing 
system, the building is very unique and 
i n s t a n t l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e . 
 
The main structure is 39 stories, with 
the secondary structure being an 
adjacent low-rise tower. The Citadel 
C e n t e r  r i s e s  5 8 0  f e e t . 
 
A unique feature of the Citadel Center 
is its use of existing foundation sys-
tems. The building was constructed on 
the former site of Montgomery Ward’s 

department store, and utilized much of its foundation. A concrete mat slab was poured over 
existing caissons to allow the superstructure construction to continue. 
 
The frame of the Citadel Center is structural steel, with concrete slab on metal deck for the 
flooring system. Adjustable Forms constructed all foundation concrete work, as well as the 
placement of concrete slabs. The lower foundation levels were designed to accommodate 
the future expansion of the Blue and Red subway lines. 
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